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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’ S DREAM 
IN HEQING  BY CEI  (FC13) 
On 10 June 2010,  over 100 students and teachers from PengTun Junior 
School in Yunnan’s Heqing county joined to perform Shakespeare’s famous A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at Peng-tun School’s open playground. The show 
is part of China Education Initiative’s (CEI) Drama and Literacy Program, 
which was approved in ACM 13.   

The script has been creatively adapted to Yunnan’s unique  blend of ethnic minority population, completed 
with local dances and songs according to the experiences of directors. 

After 300 auditions, over 200 hours of rehearsals and liaison with local authorities, the show was launched 
just one week before the high school entrance  exam.  

Due to suggestions of the local education bureau, the show was performed mainly in mandarin local dialect 
instead of English as originally planned.  Such change was to better suit the audiences in the local commu-
nity.  Nonetheless, students interests in English has increased and their confidence level as well as teamwork 
were greatly improved.   

As of summer 2010, 18 of the 20 CEI 
teaching fellows has completed the year-
long program.   All of the teachers we’ve 
met has described the program as a life-
changing one and have very positive 
feedback on their experiences. One of the 
teaching fellows will also stay for one 
more year in Heqing and act as a manager 
for the next incoming group of teaching 
fellows.  

On a different note, CEI has just regis-
tered as a grassroots nonprofit organiza-
tion in Yunnan, and will continue to train 
40 teaching follows in 2 Yunnan counties 
for the upcoming 2 years.   

For more photos of the program, please 
visit http://v.youku.com/v_show/
id_XMTgxNDI2NDg0.html and http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMTc1NzYyMDc2.html 

QIDONG TEACHERS FINAL MASTER TRAINING 
IN HK THIS SUMMER IS POSTPONED  (FC 7) 
The final training session for the 4-year long Outward Bound (OBHK) project did not happen in August 
because training visas for the 5 Qidong teachers were not obtained on time before the beginning of the 
school year.  The training was supposedly the finale for the train-the-trainers program, and would last for 14 
days in Hong Kong.  Qualified teachers would obtain certificate issued by OBHK after the 14 days session.    
The teachers were very disappointed as they have been eager to participate in OBHK’s Hong Kong facility.   

Moreover, Ms. Kalai Lao, who is very much trusted by the Qidong teachers, has resigned from OBHK in 
August. This has further affected the morale of the teachers.   

As there won’t be another period of time where the teachers can take 14 days off consecutively till 2011 sum-
mer, plus we have reservations on whether the teachers are qualified to handle the OBHK master exam, we 
are considering the option of hiring Ms. Kalai Lau to work for the foundation; so that the time, money and 
effort for the past 4 years will not go to waste. 

Kalai will submit a budget and plan for us to consider during the upcoming ACM in November.     
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• 13-17 Sept 2010: James 
Henri to join the Lin Brothers 
and visit model library pro-
gram schools in Hefei  

• 16-17 Sept 2010:  Tina to 
speak at the Philanthropy 
Symposium 2010 in Singapore 

• 28 October 2010: The 2nd 
China Private Foundations 
Forum will be held in Beijing 

• 30 October 2010: The 4th 
Children Reading Promotion 
Leaders Forum will be held in 
Zhengzhou, Henan province;  

• 5 December 2010: The 2nd 
Awarding Ceremony for local 
education authorities innova-
tion will be held in Beijing 

Cover story: A Midsum-
mer  Night’s Dream in 

Heqing by CEI 



Kunming Xing Ling Bilingual Primary 

School is a migrant children’s school, 

located in a 5 storey high residential build-

ing.    

The school serves a migrant workers com-

munity near Dian Chi lake in Kunming. As 

the only two public schools in the area are 

fully occupied and more expensive, the 

migrant school is overcrowded with 600+ 

students with only the most basic facili-

ties. 

It is common for families in the commu-

nity to have least three children; some 

even have seven.  With so many people 

living under the same roof and limited 

space, bath / shower facilities are not 

available in these homes.  Personal hy-

giene is often neglected in the community 

and it is common for students to go on 

without baths for weeks.   

3 school teachers are involved into the 

program as facilitators with the support of  

the principal, who was a Physical Educa-

tion teacher in public school.  

34 university students were recruited and 

had training as facilitators to support the 

weekend community service.  The summer 

camping for migrant children will be 

SITE VISIT TO KUNMING CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER’S BASIC LIFE 
SKILLS TRAINING FOR MIGRANT CHILDREN 

“The boy used to be very quiet and stayed far away from his mother, now 
he comes to the community center with his mother every weekend and is 
much more outspoken at home.”   

Awkwardly surrounded by three luxurious apartment complexes and next to one of the best 

primary schools in Beijing, Mr. Chen Jun lives in a community that looks totally out of place 

with its surroundings.  As a migrant worker himself, Chen Jun has been living in the commu-

nity for 10 years as a vegetable seller.  Despite his humble background, he has founded the Cha 

Bei Cares for Migrants Center and is running a community resources center for the commu-

nity’s residents 

With support from the 4th Ring Play 

Group, Chen Jun has been running the 

program (FC13) for around half a year, 

providing a safe place for migrant par-

ents to play and interact with their chil-

dren and other residents in the commu-

nity.   Despite its popularity, no more 

than 30 families are able to join the 

weekly activities at the same time due to 

limited space.   

Using scraps and materials that are nor-

mally considered as trash, parents and 

volunteers are taught to creatively make 

toys and tools with the limited resources 

available in the community.  Together 

with donated items and lots of love, the 

community center is making a difference 

in these migrant children’s lives.    

 

COMMUNITY RESEOUCES CENTERS FOR 
YOURNG MIGRANT PARENTS IN BEIJING BY 
CHA BEI CARES FOR MIGRANTS CENTER 

4TH RING PLAY GROUP 
IS FORCED TO CLOSE 
DOWN INDEFINATELY 

Due to the recent attacks in kindergar-

tens, the authorities has instructed the 

4th Ring Play Group (四环游戏小组)to 

close down the 6 year long program 

indefinitely.   

The Group was founded by Prof. Zhang 

Yan, Associate Dean of Preschool 

Education Department from Beijing 

Normal University .  Although it is not 

registered as an NGO, the 4th Ring 

Play Group has been providing a safe 

haven for migrant workers and their 

children by setting up a community 

center in the 4th ring wet market, 

benefitting over 400 children in the 

community for 6 consecutive years.   

The Group struggles to continue its  

community service by setting the venue 

outside of the market.  It is also seeking 

help from the Non Profit Incubation 

Center in Beijing to sort out its regis-

tration issues.    

For more details, please visit http://

www.jfdaily.com/a/1232577.htm  

  2 




